
 1 

WHEN IS THE NIGHT TO BE OBSERVED 

 
6/18/04          Darryl Henson 

          Tape No. 814 

 

One of the best ways to worship God is by singing hymns of David, who kept the new 

moons.  It is a good thing for us to do. 

 

 I am going to throw at you some thing new tonight.  It has to do with what we have 

been studying in terms of when the Passover and the First Day of Unleavened Bread are.  

This goes further even than that and makes the scriptures ever clearer.   I have read Frank 

Nelte’s papers on it and I saw a lot of human reasoning and saw very little real exposition 

of the scriptures and I even saw areas where he did not agree with scripture, therefore he 

felt the scripture had been tampered with.  This is an alarming thing I see in his thinking 

and something we need to be very very careful of.  He gave the sermon two summers ago, 

many of you were here for it, in which he said we have to think above  scripture.  We have 

to think like God thinks, think above scripture.  Now, the answer to that is, scripture is how 

God thinks.  So, if you say that you going to think above scripture, you are saying you are 

thinking higher than God.  To me, that is a terribly scary position to take.  Satan thought 

that and look what happened to him.  I wondered at the time, it sent up red flags in my 

mind and I wondered where that was leading.  What did he mean by that?  I  tried to give 

him the benefit of the doubt, at the time, and think, well he is trying to get us to think like 

God thinks etc.  But, what he actually said is think above scripture and that he felt that he 

could think above scripture.  

 

 Therefore, when it came to the order of the Passover and foot washing, if Luke did 

not agree with what Frank believed, then he said Luke garbled the story.  He said, Luke 

wasn’t an eyewitness anyway and therefore Luke could be discredited.  In this recent paper 

he disagrees with something Matthew said, who was an eyewitness of all those things, and 

guess who he used to try to prove Matthew wrong; Luke.  There was another example I 

saw in something he wrote.  There is a scripture in Leviticus 23, that describes the Feast of 

Tabernacles and the building booths and dwelling in booths at the feast.   Frank said that 

was not a command to build booths and his logic was that if everyone who came to 

Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Tabernacles built a booth there wouldn’t be a living branch 

left in Jerusalem, therefore that could not have been a command to build booths out of 

branches.  Well, if you go to Nehemiah 8 it says that they had not in a long time dwelt in 

booths as was the command.  So, we have thrown Luke out, we have thrown Matthew out, 

now we throw Nehemiah out and if we don’t agree with the Passover and Days of 

Unleavened Bread and what the scriptures say, then we say some scribe somewhere threw 

this out. 

 

I am going to give you some information tonight, which is going to make 

Deuteronomy 16 fit with the other scriptures quite handily and makes the whole picture 

much clearer than even it was.  Frank did not answer the clear scriptures, he did not even  

deal with Mark 14:12, which says in so many words, and there no translation problem 

whatsoever, there is nothing italicized in that one as in Matthew 26:17.  The italics don’t 

really change the meaning, but in Mark 14:12 there are no italics.  There is no Greek 
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problem.  No one has ever brought this one up, who tried to put down this teaching because 

it flies in the face of everything they try to bring up.  That one says, “And the first day of 

unleavened bread, when they killed the passover,…”  It is just that clear.  He didn’t 

address that at all. 

 

Now, what we are going to do is go back to Exodus 12.  We are going here because 

it is the first place the Passover, per se, is mentioned.  It is mentioned in principal back in 

the Abrahamic covenant. Abraham was to sacrifice his son, Isaac.  I think Abraham and 

Isaac were a type of the Father and the Son there and things that were to come, because 

Passover really is mentioned in scripture as having occurred before the foundations of the 

world were even laid.  Christ was condemned to die before man was even created.  God 

knew exactly what was going to happen.  So, Passover goes a long way back, we need to 

understand that.  But, the first time it was instituted among men generally to be kept was 

in Exodus 12.   

 

Frank assumed that I had not used Exodus 12 and said so in his paper.  He said you 

have to go back to the first place that God mentions something and that what God says 

about it later on is not as important as what He said the first time.   

 

Now, there is a certain amount of true logic in that.  Mr. Armstrong took us back to 

Genesis 1 frequently, as I do to get to the root and basis of a subject.  But, that statement is 

not necessarily so.  If what we must do is always follow the first thing God says about 

something, then where is room for the New Testament and the New Covenant, because it 

modifies a lot of what the Old Testament says.  What the New Testament says is the most 

up-to-date and the most important for us to remember.  Now, I am not saying that to say 

that the New Testament scriptures on the Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread are 

more important than the old, because all they do is bring forward what was taught in the 

Old, if you understand the Old.   

 

Let’s go to Exodus 12 again and notice some things.  In moving the First Day of 

Unleavened Bread back to be Passover being the first day,  there are still a few unclear 

places that are a little difficult to understand in terms of the Night to be Much Observed.   

If we make one more premise it clears that up.  I am proposing that it is very possible, not 

only is Passover the first day of unleavened bread, but that Passover night is the Night to 

be Much Observed.  This year, 2004, even though we saw a need to keep the Passover as 

the First Day of Unleavened Bread, we still observed the Night to be Much Observed much 

as we had in the past on the beginning of the fifteenth.   

 

Does that fit? If it does, how does it fit and where did this idea come from?  Some 

have been talking about it for sometime and I acknowledged that it could be, but I have 

been reading Exodus 12 and 13 and some of other scriptures quite a bit in the last week or 

ten days and I think it is becoming clear to me that the Night to be Much Observed is 

Passover night, the beginning of the fourteenth. 

 

Let’s go to Exodus 12 and look at the context.  We are going to see if that is what 

scripture says and then ultimately we can see that that also fits the New Testament.   
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Exodus 12:3 

“Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month 

they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb 

for an house:” 

 

That is what they did in the New Testament following this scripture.  Verse 5, 

 

“Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out 

from the sheep, or from the goats: 

6 And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole 

assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.” (Exodus 12:5-6) 

 

They were to keep it until the fourteenth day begins.  I have been accused of  having 

an agenda and that what I was really trying to do in all this was move us to a fifteenth 

Passover.  Poppycock!  That is so far from the truth it is to me laughable.  In every thing I 

have said, I have shown that the beginning of the fourteenth was the Passover.  I believe 

that with all my heart, mind, body and soul.  No way, am I trying to move us to the fifteenth 

Passover.  Why? Because the Bible says Passover is the fourteenth and that is when Christ 

kept it.  The Jews kept it on the fifteenth, but Christ and His disciples kept on the fourteenth.  

He is the example we are to follow, not the Jews.  Everywhere in the New Testament  

gospel account where it mentions the Jew’s Passover it is talking about the fifteenth.  But, 

when it mentions “The Passover” that Jesus and the disciples kept it was the fourteenth.  

That is why the day He died, which was a Holy Day, was the Jew’s preparation and that is 

what it calls it, not God’s preparation, but the Jew’s preparation.  That is consistent 

throughout the book of John and in the other gospels.  Christ did not even cause the women 

and other followers to change Passover at that time, he changed it only with His twelve 

disciples.  Later on, they also changed once they were converted, the other people that is.  

But, some of them were still keeping the fifteenth passover as was their custom.  Christ did 

not go to all of those people and change it at that time.  He only changed it with His twelve 

disciples.  They kept it at the beginning of the fourteenth and He is our example that we 

should follow in His steps.   

 

So, the Passover is the fourteenth.  

 

“And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the 

upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it. 

 

8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; 

and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.”  (Exodus 12:7-8) 

 

Unleavened bread was with it.  So, unleavened bread has surfaced here at the 

beginning of the fourteenth has it not?   

 

“Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire; his head with 

his legs, and with the purtenance thereof. 
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10 And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which remaineth 

of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire.” (Exodus 12:9-10) 

 

We will come across this expression again in Deuteronomy 16.  It says that if there 

is anything left of it until the morning they were to burn it.  Where did that instruction in 

Deuteronomy 16 come from?  It came from Exodus 12.   

 

“And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your 

staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD's passover.”  (Exodus 12:11” 

 

This is important.  Why does He say that about the Passover itself if you are not 

going to leave until the evening of the fifteenth, the beginning of the fifteenth or the next 

day on the fifteenth? Why the haste here?   

 

I might sit in my house and talk about going outside and working or talk about 

going to town.  As long as I am sitting in my chair talking about it that I might leave for 

town I don’t gird up my robe, put on my shoes and get my walking cane out.  It is not until 

I get up and get ready to go that I do those things.  Why would God have them do those 

three things if they weren’t to leave for at least another twenty-four hours?  Isn’t that a 

strange thing?   

 

“For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn 

in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 

judgment: I am the LORD.” (Exodus 12:12) 

 

Nothing has changed it is still the night of the fourteenth.  

 

So, they were to eat the Passover on the night of the fourteenth ready to go out the 

door.  They weren’t going to sleep that night.  They didn’t kill the lamb until sundown and 

dress it at ben ha arbarim from sundown until dark, then they ate it all night and if any of 

it was left until morning they were to burn it.  They knew that God was going to pass 

through and smite the firstborn.  They knew that in Egypt, in every house, there would be 

someone die, unless they had the blood on the sides and top of the door posts.  They knew 

that was going to be a very momentous night.   

 

If you knew all your neighbors and everybody around was going to have someone 

in their house die, would you lay down and sleep?  I really rather doubt it.  You would be 

quite awake.  Later on it calls it a night to be, not just much remembered, but a night of 

strong or heavy observation, a night to alert, aware and observing.  We have interpreted 

that to mean party time.  But, a night of heavy awareness is what it was.  It was not a night 

of partying, but a night of observation.  

 

What about Christ’s disciples?  Christ, on the night of the fourteenth, after He done 

the Passover, after He had instructed the disciples, did what?  He didn’t sleep all night long.  

He went to pray and the disciples went to sleep.  He knew what was going on and stayed 

awake and prayed and prayed.  Then at midnight they came after Him and then kept him 
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up the rest of the night.  He knew what He was going to go through the next day, so He 

didn’t sleep a wink.   

 

Now, the Israelite people, who were keeping that Passover and expecting the 

Egyptians to die at midnight, were awake at midnight.  Sometime after midnight they heard 

all the screaming, wailing and crying all around.  That would keep you awake.  They knew 

that with staff in hand, loins girded, sandals on their feet, not letting the bread rise, they 

knew they were leaving as soon as it got light.  So, there was no sleep that night.   Verse 

13, 

 

“And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when 

I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, 

when I smite the land of Egypt.” 

 

Now, notice Verse 14, this is critical.  “This day” the fourteenth, nothing has 

changed we are still talking about the fourteenth here.  “This day”, not just an hour at 

sunset, but this day, the fourteenth, not one hour of twenty-four, but twenty-four hours, this 

day, not just this night, but this day. 

 

“14 And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to 

the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.” 

(Exodus 12:13-14)” 

 

So, Passover Day is 1) a memorial.  A memorial is something you keep all day 

long.  2) You shall keep it a Feast;  it is a feast.  We never learned that in Worldwide did 

we?  We never learned the Passover was a Feast. It was just an hour or two at the beginning 

of the fourteenth and then we worked and played the next day and put out our leavening 

before that day ended and kept the first day of unleavened bread on the fifteenth.  We did 

not keep that day as a memorial.  3)  It is to be kept a feast by an ordinance forever.  That 

day is a feast, it is a memorial and it is an ordinance.  Bear that in mind, because it is 

speaking specifically of Passover.  We are going to encounter those same words a little 

further on.   

 

There is no change of subject whatsoever when you go from Verse 14 to Verse 15.  

It is talking about the Passover.  It does not change subjects.  It says, 

 

“Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put away 

leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day until the 

seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel.” 

 

Passover is a feast, it is a memorial and we shall see that it is also a holy 

convocation.  Leviticus 23:5 says that Passover is a holy convocation. It is the first feast 

and the first holy convocation, after the weekly Sabbath mentioned in Leviticus 23.   

 

The first day you shall put away leaven out of your houses.  They weren’t to eat 

leavened bread with the Passover, so it was out that night and with their staff in their hand, 
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their loins girded and their sandals on their feet, they did not have time to let the leavening 

on the fourteenth, the next day, they did not have leavened bread either.  That is the first 

day.  It shall be a holy convocation.  We are still talking about the Passover. The first day 

shall be a holy convocation.  It says that in Leviticus 23:4-5 and it says it right here.   

 

“And in the first day there shall be an holy convocation, and in the seventh day 

there shall be an holy convocation to you; no manner of work shall be done in them, save 

that which every man must eat, that only may be done of you.”  (Exodus 12:16) 

 

It is talking about the Passover here and it is talking about seven days of unleavened 

bread, the first of which is Passover because it is a feast, a memorial and a holy 

convocation.  It does not change subject yet.  There is nothing here to indicate any change 

of subject in Verse 17.   

 

 “And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame day have 

I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your 

generations by an ordinance for ever.” 

 

 “The feast of” is in italics, but it did call it a feast before, so I think that is legal to 

put in there.  Note, the word ordinance there.  He called the Passover Day an ordinance in 

Verse 14.  Here He calls something an ordinance in Verse 17, but there has not been a 

change in subject.   

 

We have assumed they left Egypt on the fifteenth.  You can quickly go to Numbers 

33:3  and say they left Rameses on the fifteenth.  We also assumed they left the night or 

the beginning of the fifteenth.  I don’t think that is what happened.  Let’s use a little logic 

here and we will use scripture to back it up.  If you are up all day the thirteenth, knowing 

that Passover is coming and you are preparing, getting ready and you know you will 

probably be leaving Egypt the next day.  Then the Passover comes and you are up all night 

long because of keeping the Passover and the weeping, wailing and screaming and Pharaoh 

sending messages saying, get out now, during the night.  You are not sleeping you know 

you are going to leave and come out of your house just as soon as it gets daylight and get 

out of there.  That is what is on your mind.  So, you have been up the daylight portion of 

the thirteenth, all night the fourteenth, then you are getting ready leave, getting the kids 

lined out and you leave to go to a gathering place, which for some of them was a fifteen 

mile walk on the fourteenth.  So, you don’t sleep all day long the fourteenth either, because 

the Egyptians are coming and saying take my gold, take my jewels leave.  Now, are we to 

assume that having been up all day the thirteenth, all night the fourteenth, getting ready 

and marching all day long on the fourteenth that will march all night long on the fifteenth?  

How many want to volunteer for that kind of a schedule?   

 

In Verse 14 we saw “ordinance” and we see “ordinance in Verse 17 there is no 

place that the Night to be Much Observed as a separate day from Passover night is called 

an ordinance.  The only ordinance we have seen, so far, is Verse 14.  If is refers to an 

ordinance again, He is saying in the selfsame day, the fourteenth, I brought you out of 

Egypt.  Let’s go on and see this. 
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“In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD's passover.” 

 (Leviticus  23:5) 

 

 The only even that belongs to the fourteenth is the beginning of the fourteenth.  If 

you wait until the evening of the fifteenth  and sundown then that is the fifteenth, not the 

fourteenth.  As soon as the suns sets at the end of the fourteenth, it is the fifteenth.  God 

shows that in Leviticus 23 in regard to Atonement.  God defines when the tenth was, 

sundown at the end of the ninth is when the tenth begins and you do it at that sundown until 

the next sundown. That shows how God counts.  If you need further proof go to Genesis 1 

and read all the way through there and see that it says the evening and the morning were 

the first day, etc.  Does God count a day beginning at the beginning of the evening and then 

the next day?  Yes, He does, that is how God counts.  So, when it says in the first month 

on the fourteenth day of the month, at even, the only even you can have is the beginning 

of the fourteenth.  It is when the sun sets on the thirteenth then it is the fourteenth.  Then 

you keep seven days until the one and twentieth day of the month at even.  The beginning 

of the twenty-first until  that begins.  That is seven days.  Beginning of the fourteenth to 

the beginning of the twenty-first, end of the twentieth is seven days.   

 

 Now, He doesn’t change the subject yet.  Nothing is said about shifting to the 

fifteenth.   

 

 “Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: for whosoever eateth 

that which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, 

whether he be a stranger, or born in the land.”  (Exodus 12:19) 

 “Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out and 

take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the passover.” (Exodus 12:21) 

 

 Now, He is going back and explaining how it was to be done again. 

 

 “…draw out and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the passover. 

 

22 And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the bason, and 

strike the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the bason; and none of you 

shall go out at the door of his house until the morning. 

 

23 For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood 

upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not 

suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you. 

 

24 And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons for ever.” 

(Exodus 12:21-24)  

 

 What is the ordinance?  Passover, that is the ordinance.  Verse 17 is not talking 

about the fifteenth and a Night to be Much Observed as we once regarded it.  The ordinance 

is the Passover.   
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 “And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, What mean ye 

by this service? 

 

27 That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD's passover, who passed over the houses 

of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. 

And the people bowed the head and worshipped.” 

(Exodus 12:26-27) 

 

 What does He keep talking about here?  What is important here?  It is the Passover.  

What is important in the New Testament?  Christ and the Passover.  The Night to be Much 

Observed as we kept it has little to do with anything, but if you look upon it as the Passover 

night that is the Night to be Much Observed.  That is when the important things happened.  

That is when Christ had the Passover with His disciples.  It is when He was taken.  It is 

when His torture began and He died on the fourteenth.  So, the fourteenth is the important 

day.  It is also the day they began to leave Egypt in the night.   

 

 What was important to them?  The Passover is what is important.  In Verse 28 the 

children of Israel went away and did as Moses commanded. Verse 29, 

 

 “And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn in the land 

of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharoah that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the 

captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle. 

 

30 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and 

there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead.” 

(Exodus 12:29-30) 

 

 They rose up that night sometime after midnight.  I don’t know how Christ did this, 

I don’t think it was a green fog, like you saw in the 10 Commandments movie of old, it 

wasn’t a death angel, but Christ himself smote them all, the first born of men and the first 

born of cattle.  Was it something He did very quietly and they just simply died with their 

next breath or did they die a choking painful death where they screamed themselves?  I 

don’t know. The only reason I bring that up is that did all the people of the land begin to 

scream and wail exactly at midnight because they all woke up because the person that died 

screamed or did something that woke them up.  Or, did they just simply quietly die and it 

was an hour or two later that someone discovered there was someone dead in their house 

and then screamed.  That woke up the neighbor and they then found someone dead and 

screamed and then found another.  In other words, this could have taken place immediately 

at midnight or it might have been an hour or two later when they realized that they were 

dead.   That many people dying perhaps someone got up to go outside, then died.  We just 

don’t know how that happened, but it was still in the middle of the night.  There was not a 

house where there was not one dead.  Verse 31, 

 

“And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, …” 
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 So, he sent riders to Moses and Aaron’s place during that night, as soon as he found 

out that there was a dead person in every house, he sent a messenger immediately and told 

them to leave now.  In other words, they got their walking papers Passover night.  That is 

when they got permission to leave and not only permission they got orders to leave.  They 

orders from God to stay in the house until morning and they had orders to leave right now.  

When do you think they started leaving?  Probably at dawn or before dawn when it first 

started getting light and it was obviously morning.  From midnight to about 5:30-6:00 am 

isn’t very long.  They already had their staff in their hand, they had their loins girded and 

had their shoes on.  Then the cry started going through the camp, Pharaoh said, get out 

now.  They may have screamed from house to house instead of going outside.  I would 

have been afraid to go out, but Moses warned them to get out that night.   

 

 “And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth 

from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye 

have said. 

 

32 Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also.” 

(Exodus 12:31-32) 

 

 He covered all his bases, but he wanted them gone now.  They had gone through 

all these plagues, so he said, get out now.   

 

 “And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of 

the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men.” (Exodus 12:33) 

 

 Do you think they had to go and knock on the Egyptian’s doors and ask them for 

gold and silver.  The Egyptians  were so scared, by that point, as soon as it was light enough 

to see or maybe even before, because they hadn’t been told to stay in until morning, they 

started bringing stuff and saying, here, take this and just go.  Take everything we have, just 

go. That was Pharaoh’s attitude and the attitude of the people because they were afraid they 

were all going to die. 

 

 “And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneadingtroughs 

being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders. 

 

35 And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of 

the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment:” (Exodus 12:34-35) 

 

 So, it was a day of unleavened bread, there was no leavened bread.  The Israelites 

spoiled, took or borrowed of the Egyptians, jewels, silver, gold and raiment.  Borrowed is 

an unfortunate word there, because they weren’t planning on returning it.  It says spoiled 

in the next verse.  When you spoil someone you take what they have.   

 

 “And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they 

lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians. 
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37 And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred 

thousand on foot that were men, beside children.” (Exodus 12:36-37) 

 

 Now, when did they leave Rameses?  Numbers 33:3 says they left Rameses on the 

fifteenth.  I don’t have a problem with that and I don’t think it disproves anything that I am 

saying in this message.  

 

 “And they departed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the 

first month; on the morrow after the passover the children of Israel went out with an high 

hand in the sight of all the Egyptians.”  

 

 When they left there on the fifteenth, was it at night?  I doubt it.  They were in the 

sight of all the Egyptians.  If you march out in the night you are not in full sight.  That may 

be an aside and doesn’t prove anything necessarily, because if you look through the dark 

you might see them going, but they were in their sight.  But, what about Deuteronomy 16 

that says they went out by night?  That fits very well with the fact that Pharaoh gave them 

their marching orders the night of the fourteenth.  He told them to get out.  Then the 

Egyptians came and began to give them things and they got out just as quickly as they 

could.  Their orders came in the night.   They began to make preparations to go that night.  

They had their sandals on, loins girded, their staffs in their hands awaiting word and word 

came that night.  They marched the next day.  They left Rameses to go to Succoth on the 

fifteenth, but the land of Goshen was about 300 square miles and some of them had to walk 

ten to fifteen miles even to get to Rameses so that they could leave on the fifteenth.  Now, 

let’s go back to Exodus 12. 

 

 “And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very 

much cattle. 

 

39 And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought forth out of Egypt, 

for it was not leavened; because they were thrust out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither 

had they prepared for themselves any victual.” (Exodus 12:38-39) 

 

 They were thrust out when?  The fourteenth, that is when Pharaoh thrust them out 

and that is when all the Egyptian people came and thrust them out.  That was on the 

fourteenth.  They walked most of the day to get to Rameses to gather there so that they 

could leave for Succoth on the fifteenth.  I suspect they slept the beginning of the fifteenth 

and left the next morning in the sight of the Egyptians.  They had already been up the 

thirteenth, all night and day the fourteenth getting to Rameses. 

 

 “Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four 

hundred and thirty years. 

 

41 And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame 

day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt.” 

(Exodus 12:40-41) 
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 Is this talking about the fifteenth or is it talking about the fourteenth?   

 

 “It is a night to be much observed unto the LORD for bringing them out from the 

land of Egypt: this is that night of the LORD to be observed of all the children of Israel in 

their generations.” (Exodus 12:42) 

 

 It is a night to be much observed or as the margin in my Bible says, a night of 

observations for bringing them out of the land of Egypt.  Now, He is going to define which 

night He is talking about. 

 

 “…this is that night of the LORD to be observed of all the children of Israel in their 

generations.”  Which night had He told them to be observing.  So far, in this chapter there 

was only one night He told them to observe.  That was the Passover night.  That is the only 

antecedent for Verse 42.  There has been no change of subject.  If you go back to Verse 14, 

that was the day that was to be a memorial, it was to be a feast and it was to be an ordinance 

forever.  So, when He says, “this is that night”  He is referring back to what He had said 

earlier in the Chapter.  He is not establishing a new night.  He said, this night to be observed  

is “that” night.  That to me ties Passover and the Night of High Observation together.   

 

To observe the rules of Hebrew or the rules of English, at some point, if you are 

going to talk about a different night you have to change the subject.  If you mention one 

before and say this then is that night, you are referring to the one you already mentioned 

according to every rule of grammar in any language.   

 

Now, let’s go on, 

 

“And the LORD said unto Moses and Aaron, This is the ordinance of the passover: 

There shall no stranger eat thereof:” (Exodus 12:43) 

 

He hasn’t changed the subject yet.  He is talking about the Night to be Highly 

Observed or a Night of Observations.  He says this is that night that He had already talked 

about and it is the ordinance of the Passover.  The only day He has called an ordinance, so 

far, was the Passover.  He is referring to it here, that is Verse 14.  Remember, He says the 

Passover is three things: memorial, a feast and an ordinance.   

 

Now, let us look at Chapter 13, 

 

“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 

 

2 Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the 

children of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine. (Exodus13:1-2) 

 

Why would He sanctify the firstborn?  Wasn’t Christ the firstborn or many 

brethren?  He is introducing in Chapter 13 again words that speak of Passover, not the 

Night to be Much Observed, unless they are the same.   
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Both man and beast are Gods.  The sacrifices were of the firstborn that represented 

Christ and Christ was the firstborn.  He is talking about the Passover here again.   

 

“And Moses said unto the people, Remember this day, in which ye came out from 

Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for by strength of hand the LORD brought you out 

from this place: there shall no leavened bread be eaten.” (Exodus 13:3) 

 

Remember this day, the Passover day, in which you came out from Egypt.  He is 

saying here they came out from Egypt on the Passover day.  Isn’t that what it says?  He is 

talking about the firstborn, that is obviously Passover, there is no symbolism anywhere in 

the Bible that says the fifteenth has anything to do with the firstborn. Christ’s sacrifice was 

on the fourteenth, not the fifteenth.  When He brings this up about the first born, which 

ultimately points to Christ, He says remember “this” day in which you came out from Egypt 

out of the house of bondage for by strength of hand the Lord brought you out from the 

place there shall no leavened bread be eaten.   

“This day came ye out in the month Abib.” (Exodus 13:4) 

He is talking about the firstborn, the Passover, that is the day they came out.   

What was the strength of hand God showed and when did He show it?  The strength 

of hand was in smiting all the first born in Egypt.   That was where He showed His strength 

of hand.  When Pharaoh and all the Egyptians saw that they said, get out now.  This day 

and that is the day they left.  It is not the day they departed from Rameses.  They had to 

gather in Rameses on the fourteenth.  They left Rameses on the fifteenth.  But, it doesn’t 

say it is a holy day.  (Numbers 33:3)  We assumed that the beginning of the leaving was at 

the beginning of the fifteenth.  No, you go as soon as you can after you are told, get out or 

die.  So, they started leaving on the fourteenth.  That is when they started leaving Egypt.  

It was by strength of God’s hand in smiting the firstborn that is how He showed His power 

and His strength.  He says, “this day you came out.”  Is there anything that shows God’s 

strength of hand on the fifteenth.  Not particularly.  They just left Rameses and marched.  

They had already been thrust out.  That was just their gathering place from which they 

began their official journey.  They were all gathering the day before and leaving. 

“And it shall be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, 

and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, which he sware unto 

thy fathers to give thee, a land flowing with milk and honey, that thou shalt keep this service 

in this month. 

6 Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, and in the seventh day shall be a feast 

to the LORD. 

7 Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days; and there shall no leavened bread be 

seen with thee, neither shall there be leaven seen with thee in all thy quarters.” (Exodus 

13:5-7) 
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The day they are talking about is the day they left, the day they were thrust out, the 

fourteenth.  

“And thou shalt shew thy son in that day, saying, This is done because of that which 

the LORD did unto me when I came forth out of Egypt. 

9 And it shall be for a sign unto thee upon thine hand, and for a memorial between 

thine eyes, that the LORD's law may be in thy mouth: for with a strong hand hath the 

LORD brought thee out of Egypt. 

10 Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance in his season from year to year.” 

(Exodus 13:8-10) 

Which day did God call a memorial back in Chapter 12?  Passover day was the 

memorial.  What did He declare an ordinance?  Passover day.  It was a memorial, a feast 

and an ordinance.   

“And it shall be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, as 

he sware unto thee and to thy fathers, and shall give it thee, 

12 That thou shalt set apart unto the LORD all that openeth the matrix, and every 

firstling that cometh of a beast which thou hast; the males shall be the LORD's.” (Exodus 

13:11-12) 

Where does that symbolism fit?  The fifteenth?  No, it fits the fourteenth.  He is 

talking here in this context about leaving on this day and He talks about the firstborn.  All 

symbolism of the firstborn is on the fourteenth.   

“And it shall be when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What is this? 

that thou shalt say unto him, By strength of hand the LORD brought us out from Egypt, 

from the house of bondage: 

15 And it came to pass, when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that the LORD slew 

all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man, and the firstborn of beast: 

therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all that openeth the matrix, being males; but all the 

firstborn of my children “ (Exodus 13:14-15) 

That shows strength of hand, that the power of  God.  He is talking about Passover 

night and He is talking, in this context, about leaving.   

“…therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all that openeth the matrix, being males; but 

all the firstborn of my children I redeem. (Exodus 13:14) 

“And it shall be for a token upon thine hand, and for frontlets between thine eyes: 

for by strength of hand the LORD brought us forth out of Egypt.” (Exodus 13:16) 

Now, what about the “high hand”?  Let’s look at Numbers 33:3, because that was 

the one where we had said we were supposed to have party time.   
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“And they departed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the 

first month; on the morrow after the passover the children of Israel went out with an high 

hand in the sight of all the Egyptians.” (Numbers 33:3) 

It doesn’t say they departed from Egypt because they had already been leaving the 

previous day.  They gathered at Rameses, on the fifteenth they left Rameses, on the morrow 

after the Passover, the children of Israel went out with a high hand in the sight of all the 

Egyptians.  If we are to say that “high hand” is on the fifteenth, the beginning of the 

fifteenth and that is the authority we use to have  a party beginning of the fifteenth.  How 

long is that party to be?  The only other place where a “high hand” is mentioned is in 

Exodus 14:8.   

“And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after 

the children of Israel: and the children of Israel went out with an high hand.” 

Here they had been traveling for several days.  This is days later when they are at 

the Red Sea.  They still have a high hand.  When you start celebrating a the beginning of 

the fifteenth with a high hand, do you celebrate for seven days with a high hand?  Do you 

make each day a holy convocation?  What do you do?  We used  Numbers 33:3 to say that 

night was a high hand.  Well, we have 6 or 7 days later and they have a high hand here 

also.  It doesn’t say exactly how many days, but it was several days later because they had 

camped two or three times at least.  It doesn’t say to party there in Numbers 33, it just 

makes a statement of fact that they left Rameses on the fifteenth.  It doesn’t say they left 

Egypt on the fifteenth.  It says in the context of the Passover in Chapters 12 and 13 they 

were thrust out and left on the fourteenth.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


