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Over the past year and the past few weeks I have often quoted II Timothy 3:16, showing that all 

scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for the four reasons listed there. I have also quoted 

John 10:35 quite frequently, which says the scripture cannot be broken. The scripture has to agree in its 

entirety. Parts of it cannot be dismissed or subdued somewhat because we might like another part.  There 

can be no contradiction, in other words. There is no contradiction or shadow in God or in Jesus Christ.  

I am going to use an example of something we have discussed several times in the past year or two 

really.  I use this example because it has been fairly current, and that is the problem some have with Luke in 

the order of the Passover.  

If you put the foot washing before the bread and wine, you simply have to in some way or 

another discredit Luke. Because, clearly he shows Judas was there after the bread and wine.  John 

shows Judas left right after the foot washing with no break in context. So, to have it that way you 

simply have to say Luke didn’t get the story quite right. What that does is make Luke an 

uncreditabel witness. Meaning he got something a little off.  Therefore, with that logic, you cannot 

really trust anything else Luke says.  So, that makes the Book of Luke and the Book of Acts 

questionable.  
 

Turn to I Corinthians 11:24. Here is Paul’s description of that Passover evening.  

“24 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken 

for you: this do in remembrance of me.  

25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new 

testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.”  (1 Cor 11:24-25)  

“When he had supped” after he had eaten. If we still insist the footwashing come before the bread and wine 

we have to add Paul to our list of uncreditable witnesses. On that basis, Paul didn’t get the story straight 

either did he? That only brings into question fourteen more books of the Bible, because Paul couldn’t get 

the story right either. That makes sixteen books of the Bible that are now under serious question. There are 

only 27 books in the New Testament and if 16 are not credible that only leaves 11 that have not, so far, been 

discredited.  

 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God. People objected that John 13:2 says Christ introduced 

the Passsover or bread and wine at the beginning of supper. Luke and Paul say that is not so. To use John 

13:2 only that would create a problem, but when you bring John 13:4 into play there is no problem. Because, 

there is an indeterminate amount of time that elapsed from Verse 2 to Verse 4 and it certainly allows for 

Christ to have finished supper as Luke and Paul both say, and then arise from supper and do the bread and 

the wine and then the foot washing, which Judas was clearly there for.  
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I bring this additional point in, as I may have mentioned it in passing to show that we have to put 

all the scriptures together. If you put all the scriptures together and allow for John 13:4, which is also part 

of the Bible, not just John 13:2 you have to put the footwashing after the bread and wine. Then Luke, Paul 

and John all three agree. There is no problem whatsoever. In other words, we had better look in any subject 

at the scriptures involved.  We cannot put one above another, some are clearer than others, there is no 

doubt of that. Herbert Armstrong told us long ago, and he was correct, we have to let the clear scriptures 

interpret the unclear scriptures. We have to go with that which is plain and clear. Then that which is 

unclear is subordinate to that and must be understood in light of the clear scriptures. I don’t mean they are 

of less value, just less clear to comprehend. Even as Peter said about Paul’s writing, Paul wrote many 

things hard to be understood. Does that mean they were unimportant? No, Christ included them in the 

Bible, it was just hard for Peter and you and me to understand them. Because, Paul was quite intelligent 

and quite technical. I really doubt he got the order of the Passover incorrect.  That is not what I am talking 

about today, I am only using that as an example that we must be careful with the scriptures and be sure we 

do not diminish any.  Luke and Paul are very clear, but they all had the truth.  They all three had the truth 

and they all must agree otherwise you might as well not only throw out 16 books, you might as well throw 

them all out. 
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Do you remember how Christ upbraided the Pharisees for clinging to their traditions? He said, “In 

vain do you worship me teaching, for doctrine, the commandments of men.”  In other words, your religion 

is utterly worthless because you teach the traditions of men rather than the traditions of God.  Have we 

unwittingly done the same? Is there yet another “sacred cow” that needs slaying by the Word of God? This 

is a bigger one than the order of the Passover. I think that is important, yes, but I think this is even a bigger 

error, by far, than that one was.  

  

We have to understand that Herbert Armstrong often went to Protestant commentaries and Jewish 

traditions to try to find sufficient light in which to view the Bible. He studied a lot of those thing in the 

early years and God did not reveal everything to Mr. Armstrong right away. Witness Pentecost, which we 

kept wrongly for decades before it was finally corrected. Sometimes when we read the commentaries or if 

we are from a Protestant background or Catholic, and/or both, when we do read the scriptures we are 

already skewed by our previous lack of understanding.  He said, also many times the hardest thing to do is 

to unlearn something, didn’t he? Sometimes we have trouble with something we have believed for many 

years. We have trouble getting that out of our head and believing the truth. still, to this day, sometimes 

have trouble getting a long-haired effeminate Jesus from coming as an image in my mind. Even though I 

have not looked at that picture behind the Methodist podium since I was eight years old.  Sometimes it is 

hard to unlearn.  Mr. Armstrong had a hard time in learning some things. Now, I do believe God used him. 

I have no doubt of that and I have said that many times.  But, he didn’t know it all to the day of his death, 

nor did he completely follow it until the day of his death, as none of us have other than Christ. There are 

those today who say you cannot change anything Herbert Armstrong said.  They virtually worship and 

idolize the man.  Then there are those who trash him completely and somewhere in the middle is the right 

balance. Whatever the Bible says, is what we have to do. It doesn’t matter whether Herbert Armstrong or 

anybody else said it. Even the Apostles couldn’t agree on what was correct on circumcision until they 

finally all got together and hashed it out and made peace and all came to understand the same issue the 

same way.    

Let me ask you some questions now. Have you ever felt a little uncomfortable or had questions 

come into your mind by treating the day after Passover as a normal work day while Jesus Christ was being 

unfairly judged, was being smitten, beaten and stripped naked, taken to a stake, hung up, nails driven in 

Him and died, while you were carpentering or mechanicing or counting beans or whatever you do? Have 

you ever had a funny feeling about that? I know I have. I would be about work doing my thing whatever it 

might be and I would think, Christ is being beaten right now or was during the time that I am out here just 

working.  Have you ever wrestled with the question of why we have unleavened bread with the Passover, 

but eat it the next day? Why He was unleavened, but we weren’t yet? There was man who had been in the 

Church for a long time this year who had to stop and think, when do we put it out. Do we put it out before 

Passover or before the First Day of Unleavened Bread? He had to think I through. Is he that dumb, or is 

maybe there is something wrong?  Do we have to reason the thing out each time because it isn’t clear? 

Have you ever, on the Night To Be Much Observed recognized we should be keeping it with a high hand, 

a party atmosphere is a sense, and yet at the same time thought this is the Sabbath?  How does this fit 

together? Are we to be partying tonight and at the same time we are to have every thought into subjection 

to the Holy Day? That has puzzled me at times  I was not sure if I should party hardy or should look at the 

Sabbath and eat hardy and let it go at that. I have had a sort of funny feeling in my shoulders many times 

over the years, when I stop to think about it, about that. Why did I feel that way? These questions persist. 

They never seem to go away.  They seem to come up ever year or every other year someone brings one of 

these four things that I just enumerated to my attention and asks that it be explained to them. Something 

that has to be explained over and over again even though you think that it must be right, there still is that 
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nagging feeling that something does not quite fit.    

It has recently been pointed out to me that I don’t know how to count. Or, perhaps even worse I 

never bothered to count. Maybe we make mistakes, maybe those are egregious bad mistakes we make 

sometimes.  

Do we know how to count? How many fingers do you have?  How do you know?  Did someone tell 

you you have that many or can you count?   Actually, we get a reprieve you only will need seven today. So, 

if you have at least seven fingers we are going to do some counting.  

 Let’s go to Leviticus 23:27. It is not only a question of can we count, the question also is can God 
count? If, God can count, how does God count?  

 

“Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement:… “  

How do we arrive at the tenth
 

day? How does God count this? Let’s go on down to Verse 32,  

“It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth day of the month 

at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath.”  

How can we celebrate it on the ninth if it is the tenth? That doesn’t quite give us an answer to that  

yet does it? It is the tenth and in this verse God shows us how He counts. A) He counts from evening to 

evening, that’s sundown to sundown. That is clear, from evening to evening. You don’t keep it from morning 

to morning or noon to noon, you keep it from evening to evening. So, now if it is the tenth of the month it 

should appear obvious that we begin to count at the end of the ninth.  That is simple just count from that 

evening until the next evening and that would comprise the tenth day.  The tenth day then begins at the end 

of the ninth, at sunset on the end of the ninth and continues through until the end of the tenth or the beginning 

or the eleventh, that is at sunset at the end of the tenth.  

 
So, God starts counting the day at the beginning of the day and counts 24 hours and right at the end 

of that 24 hour period then He starts another day. He makes it very clear here that the tenth begins at the end 
of the ninth.  That is sundown at the end of the ninth. You cannot start counting the tenth from the beginning 

of the 9
th

 can you? I don’t think anybody would think that. Therefore, the only solution here is that you begin 
counting at sundown the end of the ninth and count 24 hours, sundown to sundown.  

Now, let’s go to Exodus 12:18,  

“In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until 

the one and twentieth day of the month at even.  

19 Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: for whosoever eateth that which is 

leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in 

the land.”  

 “In the first month on the fourteenth day of the month”, when does the fourteenth day of the month 

begin? As we saw in Leviticus 23 we see the fourteenth begins at the end of the thirteenth.  When does He 

tell us to count the seven days of Unleavened Bread?  “In the first month the fourteenth day”, The fourteenth 

day of the month is the First Day of Unleavened Bread. Why have we counted it from the fifteenth through 

the twenty-first? It plainly says it starts on the fourteenth.  
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The first day is the fourteenth, the second the fifteenth, third is the sixteenth, fourth day is the 

seventeenth, fifth day is the eighteenth, sixth day is the nineteenth and the seventh day is the twentieth. Now, 

count that out starting with fourteen through twenty. What do you come up with? Eight? Seven, yes seven. 

Why isn’t the twenty-first included?  Because we keep it from the fourteenth at even, the beginning of the 

fourteenth to the end of the twentieth. The end of that day is the beginning of the twenty-first. So, you do 

not include the twenty-first. You began the evening the evening of the thirteenth, the beginning of the 

fourteenth, so you end seven days later at the end of the twentieth, the beginning of the twenty-first. If you 

count those days as they are laid out on the Chart, you have seven. I don’t see how that could any more 

simple.  He says to start the fourteenth and count seven, we start the fifteenth and count through twenty one. 

I never counted it out. I assumed Mr. Armstrong had it right.  I read a lot of commentaries and found out 

they didn’t have it right either. They borrowed from the Jews and the Jews didn’t have it right, because they 

keep Passover on the fifteenth to start with. The scripture clearly says, Passover is to be on the fourteenth. 

So, you can’t look to the Jews, or Adam Clarke or Jamison, Brown, Fawcett or anyone else.  You have to 

look at the scripture.  Why didn’t we do that?  

Let’s go to Ezekiel 45:21. This is probably one of your favorite Passover sctiptures. It is one you 

turn to every year I bet. No, I rather doubt it. I never have.  

“In the first month, in the fourteenth day of the month, ye shall have the passover, a feast of seven 

days; unleavened bread shall be eaten.” (Ezek 45:21)  

How much wiggle room is there in that?  Let’s read it again:  

          “ In the first month, in the fourteenth day of the month,”  

If you are going to count the fourteenth
 

you have to start at the beginning of the fourteenth. That is the end 

of the thirteenth.  

“ye shall have the passover,”  

Well, we have the Passover on the fourteenth don’t we?  We have the Passover at evening at the 
beginning of the fourteenth. And, He calls this “a feast of seven days”. He lumps Passover and the Days of 
Unleavened Bread together as a Feast of seven days. We have kept it as a Passover plus a Feast of seven 
days, eight days in all. That is not what this says. He further says here beginning on the fourteenth you shall 
eat unleavened bread, not the fifteenth, the fourteenth. Does that mean you should eat it at the Passover, but 
shouldn’t have to put it out before the fifteenth as we have tried to explain before? But, that never really 
worked.    

Let’s go to Deuteronomy 16. This may or may not be in the white pages of your Bible. It is certainly 

not the white pages in mine.  Because I have had the ministry, in the past, go to Deuteronomy 16 and try to 

tell me this chapter had nothing to do with the Passover, but was only speaking of the Days of Unleavened 

Bread. I have notes along the side, down at the bottom, up the other side and across the top and in the middle 

of the margin and I have yellow and green pencils marks all over it because somebody attempted to teach 

me that this doesn’t say what it does. You know we have to go clear around the bush and Jones’ barn when 

we have something wrong.  Let’s read part of Deuteronomy 16:  
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“Observe the month of Abib, and keep the passover unto the LORD thy God: for in the month of 

Abib the LORD thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night.” (Deuteronomy 16:1)  

Keep the Passover and remember that you came out of Egypt by night.  

“Thou shalt therefore sacrifice the passover “  

And we know when to do that don’t we. Exodus 12 makes it clear it is to be on the fourteenth, as 

does Leviticus 23.  

“unto the LORD thy God, of the flock and the herd, in the place which the LORD shall choose to 

place his name there.  

 

3 Thou shalt eat no leavened bread with it; seven days shalt thou eat unleavened bread therewith,”  

Do you see any separation between the Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread here? So, I 

don’t. It mentions both.  Let’s read on.  

“even the bread of affliction; for thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt in haste: that thou 

mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt all the days of thy life.”  

Clearly speaking there of the flight, “the Night to be Much Observed”, no problem there.    

“4 And there shall be no leavened bread seen with thee in all thy coast seven days; neither shall there 

anything of the flesh, which thou sacrificedst the first day at even, remain all night until the morning.”  

That is clearly speaking of Passover because you did not have a lamb that you were told to sacrifice 

and eat during the night and not have any left by morning except the Passover itself. There is nothing that it 

could possible be referring to except the Passover lamb.  

Not let’s go back and look at that. No leavened bread for seven days, neither shall there anything of 

the flesh, which you sacrificed the first at even, remain all night until the morning.  

The fourteenth is the first day of unleavened bread.  It clearly says in Exodus 12:18 to count 

including the fourteenth at even. You don’t have exclusive counting here it is inclusive. It is clearly inclusive 

because we know that we count the fourteenth from the end of the thirteenth to the end of the fourteenth. 

Therefore, you have to count the fourteenth day. Here is says you did the Passover on the first day at evening.     

5 Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover within any of thy gates, which the LORD thy God giveth 

thee:” (Deuteronomy 16:1-5)  
 

“But at the place which the LORD thy God shall chooseto place his name in, there thou shalt 
sacrifice the passover at even, at the going down of the sun, at the season that thou camest forth out of 
Egypt.  

7 And thou shalt roast and eat it in the place which the LORD thy God shall choose: and thou shalt 

turn in the morning, and go unto thy tents.”  

Those who have tried to tell me there is nothing about the Passover in this Chapter have said that the word 
here is “bashal” to boil instead of roast.  It is a different Hebrew word back in Exodus 12.  However, the 
works “bashal” as I looked it up is a more general term for cooking. It certainly includes boiling and that is 
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mentioned as one of them. But, it does not exclude roasting. Sometimes, we use specific language, 
sometimes we don’t. Sometimes I ask my wife to cook dinner, a general term. Sometimes I might say are 
you going to bake dinner. That is a more specific term.  If she bakes it, is it cooked?  Yes. The context 
here, and that is another rule of Bible study that Herbert Armstrong emphasized, is all about the Passover 
followed by the Night to be Much Observed. Now, let’s notice here something else in Verse 7.   
    

“And thou shalt roast and eat it in the place which the LORD thy God shall choose: and thou shalt 

turn in the morning, and go unto thy tents.”  

Clearly taking about the Passover still isn’t it.  It is not talking about the the Night to be Much 

Observed.  

“Six days thou shalt eat unleavened bread: and on the seventh day shall be a solemn assembly to the 

LORD thy God: thou shalt do no work therein. (Deuteronomy 16:7-8)  

Why does it say “six days you shall eat unleavened bread”?  Because after the Passover, you eat it 

for six more.  You ate it the first day, The Passover, now you eat it six more days.  He breaks it down for 

you here. One plus six equals seven. How could it be clearer? And He says six days you shall eat unleavened 

bread, but on the seventh day shall be a solemn assembly to the Lord your God. Well, the only way to get 

seven out of six is add the one He talked about just previous to that, the first day.  Remember He said, the 

Passover is the first day, then He talks about six more and the seventh. The one plus the six equals seven 

and the seventh is an holy convocation. So, if we do it according to Deuteronomy 16 we will also be doing 

it according to Exodus 12:18, which says no leavened bread from the fourteenth to the twenty-first. It doesn’t 

include the twenty-first. You can count it out on the Chart.  You count from the beginning of the fourteenth 

to the beginning of the twenty-first. It doesn’t include the twenty-first.  That one may be hard to swallow.  I 

have only done it the wrong way for fifty years. I read this but thought I was supposed to keep seven days 

from the fourteenth to the twenty-first.  But, we forgot to include the fourteenth. We used the fifteenth. Why 

does it say the fourteenth and we did the fifteenth?  

Let’s go to Exodus 12 again. Let’s pickup the whole story here and not just pick through.  

“And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,  
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2. This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to 

you.”  

The Jews keep the seventh month as the first month, but that is not what God says.  

3. “Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall 

take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house:  

4 And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take 

it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your count for the 

lamb.  

5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or 

from the goats:  

6 And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the 

congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.” (Exodus 12:1-6)  

Not after the fourteenth day, but until the fourteenth day.  That is the end of the thirteenth day.  They 

were to kill it in the evening, or between the two evenings. If you look up the Hebrew word there it says, at 

sunset, at dusk. There are those today who would tell you that the evening begins at noon because the sun 

begins to go over. That doesn’t fit the word at all.  That is the brightest part of the day. It is not dusk. God 

counts from sundown to sundown. He does it in Genesis 1.  He does it is Leviticus 23. He does it every time 

you encounter God counting the day.  

 

They were to kill the Passover at the beginning of the fourteenth at dusk or at sunset. People say that 

can’t happen because by the time you kill it and skin it and get it ready and roast it it takes several hours. 

They weren’t told they had to eat it at dusk were they? They were told to kill it at dusk.  Then they were to 

prepare it and cook it, roast it and eat it before morning.  So, however time it took to do it was really not a 

problem. They could eat it all night along.  

“And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of 

the houses, wherein they shall eat it.  

8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter 

herbs they shall eat it.” (Exodus 12:7-8)  

So, they were to eat unleavened bread that night.  

9. “Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with 

the purtenance thereof.  

10 And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which remaineth of it until the 

morning ye shall burn with fire.  

11 And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your 

hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD's passover.” (Exodus 12:9-11)  

There some dire times to come that night in which many people would die. They had better be ready 

to go; packed and ready, staff in hand, loins girded and shoes on your feet. In other words, don’t go to bed 

like an ordinary night. This was going to be a special night. It is the Lord’s Passover, meaning the Lord 

would pass over those who had the blood on the door posts and not kill them.  But, if they didn’t have the 

blood they would die. Let’s read it:  
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“For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of 

Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.  

13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, 

I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.  

14 And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout 

your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.” (Exodus 12:12-14)  

Have we kept the Passover as a Feast Day? No, we have not. We have kept it as a ceremony at the 

beginning of that day and then done whatever we well pleased the rest of the day. When do you quit being 

solemn and serious?  We have always stressed that this is a most holy night, a most solemn assembly.  So, 

we come and we quietly and reverently keep the Passover, then file out and go home.  When is it alright to 

get over being serious? Did you ever think about that? I have. I thought yes this has been very serious, now 

do I watch the evening news? Do I go out for pizza? Do I pray the rest of the night? Christ prayed and had 

His disciples pray with Him. They couldn’t stay awake, but that is another story. They weren’t paying much 

attention to what was going on. Have we? Just when do you quit being serious, ten o’clock, twelve o’clock? 

Do you do the things you sometimes do at night with your spouse? Do you wake up the next morning and 

remain serious all day long? Or do you laugh, joke and carry on at work like nothing happened, while Jesus 

is being beaten, betrayed, tortured, judged and killed? At what part of that time do you start acting normal 

according to the way we used to do it?  No one ever told me.  I just decided whenever I guess I wished to 

come out of the gloom and be happy again. What about keeping it a Feast, a memorial and a Feast both 

forever?  

“Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put away leaven out of your 

houses:”  

When did Deuteronomy 16 tell us the first day was? The fourteenth when we killed the Passover.    

“for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut 

off from Israel.” (Exodus 12:15)  

“And in the first day there shall be an holy convocation, and in the seventh day there shall be an 

holy convocation…” (Exodus 12:16)  

If Deuteronomy tells us, and it does, that the first day is the day of Passover that meant the first day 

beginning at the end of the thirteenth, the fourteenth
 

is a holy convocation. That is what Verse 18 tells us. It 

tells us the fourteenth is the first day.  

“…no manner of work shall be done in them, save that which every man must eat, that only may be 

done of you.” (Exodus 12:16)  

You shall do no manner of work. I have for fifty years, I have worked on the first holy day.  

“And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame day have I brought your 

armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your generations by an ordinance for 

ever.  

18 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until 

the one and twentieth day of the month at even.”  

That is the way God counts. He counts the fourteenth that way, He counts the tenth that way, He 
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counts the twenty-first that way.    

When was that selfsame day that He brought them out?  Numbers 33:3,  

“And they departed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the 

morrow after the passover the children of Israel went out with an high hand in the sight of all the Egyptians.”  

This was the morrow after the Passover. The Passover was the fourteenth; they went out from 

Rameses the fifteenth.  

“Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: for whosoever eateth that which is 

leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in 

the land.  

20 Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread.” 

(Exodus12:17-20)  

“And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons forever.  

25 And it shall come to pass, when ye be come to the land which the LORD will give you, according 

as he hath promised, that ye shall keep this service.  

26 And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this service?  

27 That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD's passover, who passed over the houses of the 

children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And the people bowed 

the head and worshipped.” ( Ex 12:24-27)  

28 “And the children of Israel went away, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, 

so did they.  

29 And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from 

the firstborn of Pharoah that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; and 

all the firstborn of cattle.  

30 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a 

great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead.  

31 And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth from among 

my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said. (Exodus 12:27-31)  
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32 Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also.  

33 And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the land in 

haste; for they said, We be all dead men.  

34 And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneadingtroughs being bound up 

in their clothes upon their shoulders.  

35 And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the 

Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment:  

36 And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them 

such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians.” (Exodus 12:3236)  

 

This may have happened on the fourteenth, because they went out at the beginning of the fifteenth, 

at night.  We saw in Deuteronomy 16 that it was at night although it is mentioned as a day in several different 

scriptures.  But, the day is 24 hours including day and night. Deuteronomy says that it was the night time 

part of the day, more specific than just that day.  

Some might say, if that was the Sabbath, how could they go around spoiling the Egyptians? Would 

that have been bad? Let’s ask another question before we answer that one. Would it be better to travel all 

night on a high holy day than to accept the jewels which the Egyptians were more than inclined to give?  

Would it be wrong to stand there and say alright give me that? Would that be more wrong than traveling all 

night on the day we have kept as the first holy day?  I will come back to this and explain the principal and 

the symbolism. Exodus 11,  

“And the LORD said unto Moses, Yet will I bring one plague more upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; 

afterwards he will let you go hence: when he shall let you go, he shall surely thrust you out hence altogether.  

2 Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every man borrow of his neighbour, and every woman 

of her neighbour, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold.  

3 And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses 

was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of the people. (Exodus 

11:1-3)  

God gave the Egyptians a heart to give. This was before Passover. It could even be as much as or at 

least as much as four days before Passover. Why?  Because in Chapter 12 is says in the first month on the 

tenth day of the month separate the lamb and at the beginning of the fourteenth kill the lamb.  That instruction 

was not even given until after this instruction in Chapter 11.  So, it is possible that they started spoiling the 

Egyptians at least a day and maybe four days before Passover ever occurred. Because God told Moses to tell 

them now.  He said he would make the Egyptians willing to give it.  This was right after the plague of 

darkness.  But, it does mention the Passover and in that context it says they spoiled the Egyptians in Chapter 

12. I don’t for a moment think that Moses and Aaron anticipating God was taking Israel out of Egypt would 

have waited until the last day to plan. It says that they went out of the land harnessed in rows of five.  In 

other words, each tribe was lined up, they had a order and they went out in ranks or files of five.  I cannot 

believe they did not set that up way ahead of time.  They had planned because they were thinking after each 

plague that Pharaoh would let them go.  Moses would go to Pharaoh and he would say no, you can’t go. 

Moses would come back and tell them they couldn’t go yet. God is going to give another plague. How many 

false starts did they have? Nine. After the tenth Pharaoh finally let them go and thrust them out of there.  I 

submit that they probably spoiled the Egyptians from the time they were given word to do so.  
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Let’s be logical, if the local mayor said to us, we are going to give you whatever you would like to 

have, come and get it.  Would most people say, I’ll think about that? Let’s wait a few days. No, most people 

are so greedy that if someone said come take anything out of our city, anything out of our houses or our 

fields and pastures that you want, no problem, no questions asked, come and get it, would most people wait 

a while? I don’t think so. Look at people who have coupons for one hour store sale. They must have spoiled 

the Egyptians ahead of time since they had been told and God turned the Egyptians hearts to them.    

Now, after Passover, every house had a dead person in it, they probably came running out of their 

houses saying, get out of here, here is the rest of my jewels, too. They didn’t have to go around and collect 

it at that point.  They brought what was left and said here, get out. What about that?  

 

This was only the beginning or institution of the Passover that was to be kept from then on. We are 

to memorialize it for the future forever more. It is wrong to gather wealth on Passover and if it be a holy day 

is it wrong to gather wealth on that day? They were a physical nation and they were gathering physical 

wealth. What is the greatest wealth you and I have? What happened on Passover? Passover day, I believe 

now to be a holy convocation in which he instituted the bread and the wine as His body and blood. It was 

that day He was unfairly and illegally judged, beaten, whipped and crucified. What could be more precious 

or have more wealth than that? Was the spoiling of the Egyptians and taking of their wealth only a physical 

of the spiritual wealth you and I would be given on that self same day?  What is greater wealth for us?  He 

died. The veil was rent in twain and we were given access to the Father for the first time. The way was made, 

that day, for sin to be forgiven and life eternal offered through the Holy Spirit of power that resurrected the 

dead. What is more precious than that? That day we collected more wealth spiritually than any day in history. 

Every year we symbolize the wealth we received.  It this is not a gathering of wealth to us, what is?  

All men will eventually die, including all of the Egyptians, if they do not accept the most precious 

gift of all, the sacrifice of the savior of mankind. What a powerful type that is to carry forward to today.  

Leviticus 23 is a little bit hazy in the way it is written and that may be part of where our 

misunderstanding may have been.  

4 “These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their 
seasons.  

5 In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD's passover.  

6 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD: seven 

days ye must eat unleavened bread.” (Leviticus 23:4-6)  

That does not necessarily split them apart does it?  It says the Passover is there, the Days of 

Unleavened Bread are there. Is it a problem that the Passover would be one of them? Especially since 

Deuteronomy 16 and Exodus 12 tell us that it is. The total there is seven, not eight. Seven days we eat 

unleavened bread. If we have to eat it on the first day, then Passover is one of the seven days.  

We read Numbers 28 before. But, lets look at it again, Numbers 28:16,  

“And in the fourteenth day of the first month is the passover of the LORD.  

17 And in the fifteenth day of this month is the feast: seven days shall unleavened bread be eaten.”  

It doesn’t delineate seven days after the Passover. It just says Passover is the fourteenth and the 

fifteenth begins the six days that Deuteronomy 16 talked about, in which He also said the Passover was the 

first day.  We see very clearly in Ezekiel 45: 21 that they are lumped together.  
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Now, lets go to Matthew 26 and go through the Gospels and see what the New Testament has to 

say.  

“Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to be 

crucified.”   

3 Then assembled together the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders of the people, unto the 

palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas,  

4 And consulted that they might take Jesus by subtilty, and kill him.  

5 But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar among the people.” (Matthew 26:2-5)  

The Jews did not keep a fourteenth Passover even then.  They kept the fifteenth. Let’s see that in 
John 18. This is after Christ had been taken in Chapter 13, after He is done talking, after He had spent the 
time in the garden and they came after him; that is the context here.  Judas came in the first part of Chapter 
18 and He was betrayed etc.  Now in verse 28 we see that Peter had just betrayed Him 3 times in Verse 27 
and that it was early in the morning.  

 

“Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; and they themselves 

went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover.” (John 

18:28)  

They had not taken the Passover on the fourteenth when Jesus and His disciples had.  They had Jesus 

there the next morning and they wanted to be careful lest they defile themselves for the Passover that night, 

which they would then take. Jesus did it on the fourteenth, they did it on the fifteenth. They apparently has 

not real problem taking Him on the fourteenth because they didn’t consider that a Feast day. They had said 

they didn’t want to do it on the Feast day, lest it upset the people. So, they did it on Christ’s Feast day, not 

on theirs. Let’s to back to Matthew 26: 17.  

“Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, 

Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover?” (Matthew 26:17)  

We can leave out the words that are not actually in the Greek.  “Now the first of the unleavened the 

disciples came to Jesus, saying unto, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the Passover? The first 

of unleavened was either there or almost there and they were preparing to eat the Passover. How plain can 

you get? There is no way to go around it. We have tried, but that is simply what it says.  Now was it already 

on the day on unleavened bread? I don’t know that it needs to be specific on that particular point. It may 

have been very late in the evening, but the point is Christ had already set up with the householder, already 

had everything in order and He told the disciples go in to the city. That city was not very big, I have walked 

across Jerusalem, the old city in fifteen minutes.  So, if they were outside the city wall and He told them to 

go into the city and go to such and such a house or such and such a man and prepare the Passover, then when 

they appeared to do it everything was ready and they were ready to go.  So, the first of unleavened bread 

was either at sundown if we take this completely strictly or possible just before.  It is like I look at my watch 

and it is almost sundown on Friday. I might say the Sabbath is here and for all practical purposes it is. I had 

better hurry myself to get ready. So, it could be an expression here meaning that the first day of unleavened 

bread is almost upon us. And He said, let’s go take the Passover or maybe He sent them right at sundown 

and the lamb was killed between the evenings, or at dusk. Then maybe they ate later in the night.  It was 
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night when Judas left, so this went on for some time.  I see no problem with that, but I see no way around 

that the Passover was not done on the first of unleavened.  

In the past we would say, the Passover was unleavened in the sense that we ate unleavened bread, 

but we don’t have to put leavening out. That is the way we would have explained that. It is sort of beating 

around the bush. This clearly says the first of unleavened bread they came saying, where to we eat the 

Passover.  

Now, let’s go to Mark 14:1.  We see here in the first few verses the same story in reiterated. Then 

in Verse 12,  

“And the first day of unleavened bread, when they killed the passover, his disciples said unto him, 

Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat the passover?” (Mark 14:12)  

There are not words here in italics that should be taken out.  It says, “And the first day of unleavened 

bread, when they killed the passover,”  Did He stutter?  Why did we not see this? The first day of unleavened 

bread they killed the Passover.  I don’t see how you can open that up for any kind of interpretation.  When 

did they kill it? On the fourteenth not the fifteenth like the Jews. You can’t go talking about what the Jews 

did here.  This is what the disciples and Christ did. I don’t care when the Jews kept it, fifteenth, thirteenth or 

the forty-third.  This is when they did it on the first day of unleavened bread.  
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Let’s go to Luke 22: I want to read all of these lest there be a mistake of any kind.  

“Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the Passover.” (Luke 22:1)  

That is the same thing it is called in Ezekiel 45:21. We have said the Jews just call the whole season 

the Passover. I am here to tell you Ezekiel, the prophet of God called it the Passover. Let’s go back there 

and read that again.  

“In the first month, in the fourteenth day of the month, ye shall have the passover, a feast of seven 

days; unleavened bread shall be eaten.”  

The Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread are one Feast. It is only seven, not eight days.  

“In the first month, in the fourteenth day of the month, ye shall have the passover, a feast of seven 

days; unleavened bread shall be eaten.” (Ezekiel 45:21)  

“Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover must be killed.  

8 And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us the passover, that we may eat.” (Luke 22:7-

8)  

   

This is the first day of unleavened bread. Now, let’s go to John.  

“Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should 

depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto 

the end. (John 13:1)  

Here it is called again the Feast of the Passover. It is a Feast.  It is part of the Days of Unleavened 

Bread, but the first day takes precedence and preeminence because it is the most important of the seven.  

That is why He said kill the Passover on the first day at even in Deuteronomy 16 and He said keep another 

six days, the last day of which, the seventh day, is a holy convocation.  

What have we done? Let’s consider if this be true, the impact.  If this be true, what I have shown 

you in the scriptures, we have trampled all over the most holy day of the year.  The day, the Passover and 

the First Day of Unleavened Bread. We have worked on that day. We have eaten leavened bread on that day. 

We may have even gone and specifically eaten bread on that day because it was our last chance to get it in 

before we can’t have it for seven days. So, we run over to the pizza place or to the hamburger shack and be 

sure that we get something light and fluffy on the Passover day. Or, if we don’t do that perhaps we look at 

the pile of leavening on the kitchen counter, after Passover, the next day that has been gathered up. We 

always gathered up all the leavening and put it in one place so that we could put it out just before what we 

thought was the first day of unleavened bread. So, we hated to see waste, so we put it on our waists. We 

would make sure we ate all the leavening we could stuff in our mouths on that day lest we have to throw it 

away. We did that on a very Holy Day and in doing that we cut ourselves from Israel.  If this be true, we 

take the Passover in all seriousness and then turn around and throw it in His face before He has even been 

killed. Thereby defiling the first day of unleavened bread. Then we go out and work all day that day, which 

we are also told not to do. According to Exodus 12:15 we cut ourselves off from Israel and from God by 

doing so. That is pretty serious.  
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We have said Atonement is the most solemn, sometimes we have said Passover was the most solemn 

service of the year.  Which is the most important? The right wing or the left wing of the plane you happen 

to be on. All the seven holy convocations are very very important. We attached a lot of seriousness and 

sobriety to Atonement and Passover, but we didn’t do it to all of Passover day. We have to keep that day as 

a memorial.    

If this be true, let’s go to Leviticus 5 and begin to understand the consequences.  

“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  

15 If a soul commit a trespass, and sin through ignorance, …” (Leviticus 5:14-15)  

Why were we ignorant?  Because we never actually got the calendar and started counting the way 

God counts. Out of what, a lackadaisical attitude, thinking we had everything right?  We were in need of 

nothing. We can look back at Revelation 3. Why were we ignorant, because we simply swallowed what had 

been taught all those years, without counting it out for ourselves and without being aware. Now, maybe God 

hid this until now for a purpose.  But, that does not excuse us for not doing what the scriptures clearly tell 

us to do. “If a man sin through ignorance in the holy things of the Lord” and what is more holy than Christ’s 

sacrifice given for us and His holy convocations?  

“If a soul commit a trespass, and sin through ignorance, in the holy things of the LORD; then he 

shall bring for his trespass unto the LORD a ram without blemish out of the flocks, …” (Leviticus 5:15)  

In this case we bring a ram without blemish, all these animal sacrifices pictured Christ and while He 

was being sacrificed, we spurned His sacrifice in ignorance by eating leavening on the day He was certainly 

unleavened. Verse 16,  

“And he shall make amends for the harm that he hath done in the holy thing, and shall add the fifth 

part thereto, and give it unto the priest: and the priest shall make an atonement for him with the ram of the 

trespass offering, and it shall be forgiven him.  

17 And if a soul sin, and commit any of these things which are forbidden to be done by the 
commandments of the LORD; though he wist it not, yet is he guilty, and shall bear his iniquity.  

 
18 And he shall bring a ram without blemish out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass 

offering, unto the priest: and the priest shall make an atonement for him concerning his ignorance wherein 
he erred and wist it not, and it shall be forgiven him.” (Leviticus 5:16-18)  

 
There is a way we can be forgiven for doing what we did for all those years. Some of us have 

broken it from childhood on and never stopped to count it out. How Laodecian can we get?  

 

“It is a trespass offering: he hath certainly trespassed against the LORD.” (Leviticus 5:19)  

I believe that this is day is the seventh day of unleavened bread. That we are here today on the Holy 

Day, the seventh day of unleavened bread. We delayed to start it a day.  Tomorrow is not a holy day, today 

is.  We befouled and besmirched the first day in ignorance. Now what are we going to do? We don’t sacrifice 

rams, we have Christ’s sacrifice, the one we just besmirched this week.  Let’s go to Numbers 9:10.  

“Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If any man of you or of your posterity shall be unclean 
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by reason of a dead body, …”  

I think we qualify right there under that statement.  We were unclean through working on the 

Passover. We were unclean through eating leavened bread, when He said clearly, don’t do so and we were 

cut off from Israel as a result. I have cut myself off every year within hours after taking the Passover. 

Sometimes quicker than that by going home after Passover and maybe and rummaging around and eating 

leaven within an hour after I took the Passover. Was I unclean? Was I cut off?  Was I prepared for what 

Christ was going to do for me in the next few hours? I don’t think so. Sometimes you just have to face it. So 

if you be unclean by reason of a dead body and in this case my dead body, dead spiritually, having cut myself 

off,  

“…or be in a journey afar off, yet he shall keep the passover unto the LORD.  

11 The fourteenth day of the second month at even they shall keep it, and eat it with unleavened 

bread and bitter herbs.  

12 They shall leave none of it unto the morning, nor break any bone of it: according to all the 

ordinances of the passover they shall keep it.  

13 But the man that is clean, and is not in a journey, and forbeareth to keep the passover, even the 

same soul shall be cut off from among his people: because he brought not the offering of the LORD in his 

appointed season, that man shall bear his sin. (Numbers 9:1013)  

Maybe we didn’t bring it in the appointed season, but it was out of ignorance. We tried, but we 

fouled it up.  

If we have been doing this in the wrong manner for all these years, which appears to be the case, 

then what do we do?  

Let’s go to II Chronicles 29 again to material we covered recently.  

1 “Hezekiah began to reign when he was five and twenty years old, and he reigned nine and 
twenty years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah.  

2 And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that David his father 
had done.  

3 He in the first year of his reign, in the first month, opened the doors of the house of the LORD, 

and repaired them. (2 Chronicles 29:1-3)  

He had only reigned a month and the first order of business was to repair the temple.  What are we 

supposed be doing today?  Building the Temple of God. The temple was already here wasn’t it, but it sort 

of got in disrepair. We have been a mess in other words. We have been defiled all the way through. God has 

spewed us out as His Temple.  What do we need to do? Repair the Temple.    

4 “And he brought in the priests and the Levites, and gathered them together into the east street,  

5 And said unto them, Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify now yourselves, and sanctify the house of the 

LORD God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out of the holy place.  

6 For our fathers have trespassed, and done that which was evil in the eyes of the LORD our God, 
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and have forsaken him, and have turned away their faces from the habitation of the LORD, and turned their 

backs.” (2 Chronicles 29:4-6)  

You read that also in Zechariah 1, which is very much an end-time chapter. In that same chapter you 

also find the 70 years after which God says He will deliver.  

How have we transgressed in the matter of the Passover? Also, Verse 7  

“Also they have shut up the doors of the porch, and put out the lamps, and have not burned incense 

nor offered burnt offerings in the holy place unto the God of Israel.”  

We didn’t offer anything to God this past Passover day. We went about our business.  We ate our 

leavened bread. Did we offer anything?  Not really.  

8 “Wherefore the wrath of the LORD was upon Judah and Jerusalem, and he hath delivered them to 

trouble, to astonishment, and to hissing, as ye see with your eyes.” (2 Chronicles 29:8)  

Could messing up the Passover service all these years have been one of the primary reasons that 

God has been angry with and not blessing His church? Getting it right is imperative.  We have looked for 

ways. How, Oh God can we get your wrath turned from us today?  

I have recounted to you that I didn’t understand the workings of the calendar several years ago. I 

had reached a level of frustration over it not really knowing what was going on and I went in and prayed a 

very deep sincere prayer to God. “I don’t understand this, please show how it works.”  The next person I 

saw other than my wife, I said, “How does the calendar work?” It was my son and in probably two minutes 

he explained to my how the heavenly calendar works and I saw it in a split second it was to simple.  

Now, regarding what we have been speaking about in this article, about four or five days ago and 
prayed and said, “Father, please if there is anything we need to change that is important to you, that 
holding us back from you, please show me.”  After that I went through some the scriptures we have in this 
article and tried to show just the opposite of what they were actually saying. Them somebody came to me 
and said, look at Exodus 12:18 and how that was counted and within a split second without further 
explanation it was so clear. It was clear we should count from the fourteenth to the end of the twentieth. It 
says count on the fourteenth. Maybe I’ll learn someday to quit asking God what it is that I don’t 
understand or on the other hand maybe I keep asking because I want God’s wrath to be turned from us.  

 
Now let’s go and read the context of these two chapters, because I think it is very important to us.  

Verse 8,  
 

“Wherefore the wrath of the LORD was upon Judah and Jerusalem, and he hath delivered them to 

trouble, to astonishment, and to hissing, as ye see with your eyes.” (2 Chronicles 29:8)  

Do people hiss at the Church today now that it has been torn down? Were we cutting ourselves off 
from God and Christ all these years? We weren’t completely out of contact because God did use Herbert 
Armstrong and He has made us His called and now He is choosing. Maybe He will choose those who will 
choose to obey when they learn.  
 

“For, lo, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters and our wives are in 
captivity for this.” (II Chronicles 29:9)  

 
Are we in not in that condition spiritually today in the Church? You bet we are.  
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“My sons, be not now negligent: for the LORD hath chosen you to stand before him, to serve him, 

and that ye should minister unto him, and burn incense.” (2 Chronicles 29:11)  

I was negligent. In fifty years, from early childhood I never counted out Exodus 12:18 because 
somebody had told me that I was to keep the days of unleavened bread from the fifteenth through the 
twenty-first. I never went back and saw how God counted in Leviticus on the Day of Atonement, except 
since I have been studying the calendar. But, not in all those years had I counted beginning at the 
fourteenth to the end of the twentieth.  I was negligent.    

 
For the Lord has chosen you to stand before Him, to serve Him that you should minister to Him 

and burn incense. Stupid people, why don’t you wake up and stop being negligent. Then the Levites rose, 
and it names all of them and in Verse 15 they went to gather their brethren and sanctify themselves and 
came according to the commandments of the king by the words of the Lord to cleanse the house of the 
Lord. I think the house of the Eternal needs to be cleansed.    
 

“And the priests went into the inner part of the house of the LORD, to cleanse it, and brought out 
all the uncleanness that they found in the temple of the LORD into the court of the house of the LORD. 
And the Levites took it, to carry it out abroad into the brook Kidron.” (2 Chronicles 29:16)    

 
Interesting, we are to put sin out of our lives during the days of unleavened bread. Get rid of it. We 

have been here to cleanse now for seven days. We missed one.  Now we are on the last one. We had better 
get it clean. Verse 17,  

 

“Now they began on the first day of the first month to sanctify, and on the eighth day of the month 

came they to the porch of the LORD: so they sanctified the house of the LORD in eight days; and in the 

sixteenth day of the first month they made an end.”  

They began on the first day and didn’t get cleaned up until the first month sixteenth day. Couldn’t 

have the Passover on the fourteenth because they didn’t have it cleaned up. We tried to take the Passover on 

the fourteenth, but we weren’t cleaned up.  

18 “Then they went in to Hezekiah the king, and said, We have cleansed all the house of the LORD, 

and the altar of burnt offering, with all the vessels thereof, and the shewbread table, with all the vessels 

thereof.  

19 Moreover all the vessels, which king Ahaz in his reign did cast away in his transgression, have 

we prepared and sanctified, and, behold, they are before the altar of the LORD.  

20 Then Hezekiah the king rose early, and gathered the rulers of the city, and went up to the house 

of the LORD.  

21 And they brought seven bullocks, and seven rams, and seven lambs, and seven he goats, for a sin 

offering for the kingdom, and for the sanctuary, and for Judah. And he commanded the priests the sons of 

Aaron to offer them on the altar of the LORD.” (2 Chronicles 29:18-19)  

They had let it lapse and had been negligent for many years and the Passover had not been done in 

the proper manner.  So, they brought a sin offering. Didn’t we read that if we, through ignorance sin, we are 

still culpable, we still have sinned and that sin need to be forgiven. Verse 25  

“And he set the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with psalteries, and with harps, 

according to the commandment of David, and of Gad the king's seer, and Nathan the prophet: for so was the 
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commandment of the LORD by his prophets.”  

Then they did some offerings and then Verse 28,  

“And all the congregation worshipped, and the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded: and all 

this continued until the burnt offering was finished.”  

And he commanded the Levites to sing, Verse 30.  

“Moreover Hezekiah the king and the princes commanded the Levites to sing praise unto the LORD 

with the words of David, and of Asaph the seer. And they sang praises with gladness, and they 

bowed their heads and worshipped.”  

Then they were to consecrate and give the burnt offerings.  But, there were not enough priests, Verse 

34, so they could not butcher all the burnt offerings.    

“But the priests were too few, so that they could not flay all the burnt offerings: wherefore their 
brethren the Levites did help them, till the work was ended, and until the other priests had sanctified 
themselves: for the Levites were more upright in heart to sanctify themselves than the priests. (2 
Chronicles 29:34)  

 
Some were more willing to do something about it than others.   
 
 “And also the burnt offerings were in abundance, with the fat of the peace offerings, and the drink 

offerings for every burnt offering. So the service of the house of the LORD was set in order.” (2 
Chronicles 29:35)  

 

Straightened out, cleaned up and set in order. That is interesting.  

“And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the people, that God had prepared the people: for the thing was 

done suddenly.” (2 Chronicles 29:36)  

Has this hit us suddenly?  

“And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and wrote letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh, that 

they should come to the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, to keep the passover unto the LORD God of Israel.  

2 For the king had taken counsel, and his princes, and all the congregation in Jerusalem, to keep the 

passover in the second month.  

3 For they could not keep it at that time, because the priests had not sanctified themselves 

sufficiently, neither had the people gathered themselves together to Jerusalem.” (2 Chronicles 30:1-3)  

We not only didn’t have it cleaned up in time to do it right, we did it wrong. That is even worse.  

It pleased the king and the congregation to keep the Passover in the second month.  After 
reviewing this information we need to consider what we need to do now.  

 

I, like the priests had not sanctified myself sufficiently to keep it the way God told me to.  I didn’t 

even know what I was supposed to do. Verse 4,  

4 “And the thing pleased the king and all the congregation.  
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5 So they established a decree to make proclamation throughout all Israel, from Beer-sheba even to 

Dan, that they should come to keep the passover unto the LORD God of Israel at Jerusalem: for they had 

not done it of a long time in such sort as it was written.” (2 Chronicles 30:4-5)  

We have kept it, but not in the same sort in which it is written.    
 

6 “So the posts went with the letters from the king and his princes throughout all Israel and Judah, 

and according to the commandment of the king, saying, Ye children of Israel, turn again unto the LORD 

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, and he will return to the remnant of you, that are escaped out of the hand 

of the kings of Assyria.  

7 And be not ye like your fathers, and like your brethren, which trespassed against the LORD God 
of their fathers, who therefore gave them up to desolation, as ye see.” (2 Chronicles 30: 6-7)  
 
 
Look at the desolation of the Church today.  
 

“8 Now be ye not stiffnecked, as your fathers were, but yield yourselves unto the LORD, and enter 

into his sanctuary, which he hath sanctified for ever: and serve the LORD your God, that the fierceness of 

his wrath may turn away from you.  

9 For if ye turn again unto the LORD, your brethren and your children shall find compassion before 

them that lead them captive, so that they shall come again into this land: for the LORD your God is gracious 

and merciful, and will not turn away his face from you, if ye return unto him.  

10 So the posts passed from city to city through the country of Ephraim and Manasseh even unto 

Zebulun: but they laughed them to scorn, and mocked them.” (2 Chronicles 30:8-10)  

If we do what I have been talking about and reading in your Bible, we will be laughed at and mocked.   

“Nevertheless divers of Asher and Manasseh and of Zebulun humbled themselves, and came to 

Jerusalem.  

12 Also in Judah the hand of God was to give them one heart to do the commandment of the king 

and of the princes, by the word of the LORD.  

13 And there assembled at Jerusalem much people to keep the feast of unleavened bread in the 

second month, a very great congregation.” (2 Chronicles 30:11-13)  

Then what did they do?  

 

“And they arose and took away the altars that were in Jerusalem, and all the altars for incense took 

they away, and cast them into the brook Kidron.” (2 Chronicles 30:14  

All the false worship they cleaned up. Verse 15  

“Then they killed the passover on the fourteenth day of the second month: and the priests and the 

Levites were ashamed, and sanctified themselves, and brought in the burnt offerings into the house of the 

LORD.”  
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Asking that the Jesus Christ and the whole burnt offering be sacrificed for them because they had 

destroyed and broken the first four Commandments. They need a whole burnt offering to get their duty God 

straightened out.    

“For there were many in the congregation that were not sanctified: therefore the Levites had the 

charge of the killing of the passovers for every one that was not clean, to sanctify them unto the LORD.”  

They were unclean and had somebody else do it for them.  

“18 For a multitude of the people, even many of Ephraim, and Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, 

had not cleansed themselves, yet did they eat the passover otherwise than it was written. But Hezekiah prayed 

for them, saying, The good LORD pardon every one “  

They were keeping the Passover, but not as it was written, not according to the way it was written. 
And, they took the second Passover.  
 

Hezekiah prayed for them saying, the good Lord pardon every one.  
 

“19 That prepareth his heart to seek God, the LORD God of his fathers, though he be not cleansed 

according to the purification of the sanctuary.  

20 And the LORD hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the people “ (2 Chronicles 30:17-20)  

Do we need that? Verse 21  

“And the children of Israel that were present at Jerusalem kept the feast of unleavened bread seven 

days with great gladness: and the Levites and the priests praised the LORD day by day, singing with loud 

instruments unto the LORD.”  

They kept seven, not eight days. They kept a service day by day, at least we are trying to get that 

right.  

“And Hezekiah spake comfortably unto all the Levites that taught the good knowledge of the LORD: 

and they did eat throughout the feast seven days, offering peace offerings, and making confession to the 

LORD God of their fathers.” (2 Chronicles 30:22)  

They taught good knowledge and got rid of the evil knowledge. We have considered the peace 

offerings where peace can finally be had between the Father, the Son and us.    

“And the whole assembly took counsel to keep other seven days: and they kept other seven days 

with gladness.” (2 Chronicles 30:23”  

And Hezekiah donated thousands of animals for that. Verse 16,  

“So there was great joy in Jerusalem: for since the time of Solomon the son of David king of Israel 

there was not the like in Jerusalem.”  

I don’t know how they did it, but it was not according to how it was written. I submit that neither 

have we.    

“Now when all this was finished, all Israel that were present went out to the cities of Judah, and 
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brake the images in pieces, and cut down the groves, and threw down the high places and the altars out of 

all Judah and Benjamin, in Ephraim also and Manasseh, until they had utterly destroyed them all. Then all 

the children of Israel returned, every man to his possession, into their own cities.” (2 Chronicles 31:1)  

And they continued to keep it right.  

In Chapter 31 it talks of how they brought their tithes etc. We recently had a series on that as well.  

In Verse 18, those who were in the office sanctified themselves in holiness and to give what needed 

to be given to God. Now, Verse 20,  

“thus did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, and wrought that which was good and right and truth before 

the LORD his God.  

21 And in every work that he began in the service of the house of God, and in the law, and in the 
commandments, to seek his God, he did it with all his heart, and prospered.” (2 Chronicles 31:20-21)  

 

When we read about the seventy years in Jeremiah is says God will release us and we will find Him 

when we seek Him with our whole heart.  

Brethren, ignorantly we have sinned against God. We have probably done as dastardly a thing as 
we could do. This is probably far and away worse than what even David did. This is throwing the sacrifice 
of the Holy of God right in His face right after we renew the Passover. Ignorant? Yes. Lackadaisical?  Yes. 
When are we going to seek God with our whole heart?  
 

Right after this, Chapter 32, Sennscherib, King of Assyria, came and attacked. But, these people had 

sought God with their whole heart. Are we set up today, at the end of the age, when our country is already 

under attack and is about to come under even greater attack for an attack. Our whole nation is about to be 

taken into captivity of the Assyrian again. But, because Hezekiah turned to God with his whole heart, 

straightened out the problems and because they people sought God with their heart, when the King of Assyria 

came and set up camp against them, in one night, 185,000 Assyrians died. The king tucked his tail, ran home, 

reported the news and was slain right then.  

That is an interesting story to follow what we have just read. I don’t know what it means exactly.  

All I can do is read you what it says.  We will take it from there.    

Hezekiah took counsel with the people, so I ask you now, what do you think?  Is this right or wrong, 

what should we do?  

And the congregation came to the agreement that we have been keeping the first day of unleavened 

bread on the wrong day by keeping it the fifteenth day of the first month and that we should keep the second 

Passover in the second month and keep it according to the scriptures, as it is written.  
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